
❑ Black individuals, particularly those in the southern United States, are disproportionately affected by HIV. 

❑ Black faith-based organizations (FBOs) have long been recognized as important partners for delivering health-

related interventions. 

❑ New Orleans, Louisiana has one of the highest rates of HIV in the United States. 

❑ Saving Souls, Healing Bodies: Faith-Based HIV Outreach to Black Communities in New Orleans was designed to 

tackle this issue by educating clergy, congregants, and clinicians in New Orleans and offering health screenings 

at local church-based health fairs.

PARTNER
with clergy attending the 

annual meeting of the 

associated churches

and through local outreach

SCHEDULE
community health fairs in 4 

key churches in New 

Orleans area focused on 

HIV, hypertension, and 

diabetes screening

RECRUIT
congregants at associated 

churches and clinicians 

serving those 

neighborhoods

EDUCATE
recruited clinicians about 

HIV prevalence and care 

outcomes in Black 

population, PrEP, and 

barriers to care

REFER
congregants to 

neighborhood clinicians 

through onsite scheduling 

and linkage coordinators

Supported by:

By collaborating with FBOs, expert faculty, and a local health care system, we provided a 

safe environment to have an honest discussion regarding HIV among clergy, clinicians, and 

congregants, reducing HIV stigma. This proof of concept can provide a model for outreach 

to other FBOs.
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